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with its twenty houses; thence up to Bull Rapids, on the
Wisconsin, as far as the present city of Wausau. He finds
forty-seven saw mills along the Wisconsin River, and from
fifteen hundred to two thousand men engaged in rafting
logs and lumber. These rafts go to Galena, thence to St.
Louis. Chicago is not yet a point of interest, in fact is
only mentioned once in the whole diary, and that several
years later on.

This one tour of exploration occupied some seven weeks
of the autumn and early winter of 1849. Newly settled
families were found here and there in the wilderness, and
embryo villages began to appear. To these our missionary
came as a reminder of that gospel with which the most of
them had been familiar in the old home. Here and there
was a live Christian, with a well-ordered household. But
it was painful to see how many had come into the new land
as if to throw off the once-borne yoke of Christ, and even
the restraints of civilization.

In June, 1850, he encounters the Fourierite community at
Ceresco, under the leadership of Warren Chase. He con-
siders the influence here, deadly to all Christian life. Of
thirty families who maintained family worship and church
connection, when they went in, not one continued the prac-
tice after the first year. The writings of Fourier and of
Andrew Jackson Davis prevailed, and in 1851 the spiritual
rappings appeared. He predicted what actually came to
pass, the material as well as the moral failure of the scheme.
There now remain only the ruined remnants of the old com-
munity, in the valley just below the city of Ripon. But
his visits to this place resulted in the Congregational
church at Ripon.

In October, 1850, he is again at the convention at Bea-
ver Dam, and records the following ministers as present:
L. C. Spofford, E. G. Bradford, J. S. Kanouse, O. Johnson,
and Hiram Marsh. We find also that C. E. Rosenkrans
was stationed at Columbus.

February 8, 1851, he preaches in Fond du Laec, for Mr.
Spofford. February 12, he is in Omro, and assists Mr.



